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Over 1000 people have come before "We, the People"

microphones. People with exciting stories. People with
sad stories. Stories that made the listeners feel happy.
Some that were inspiring. They're all heard on this pro-
gram, a popular feature of CBS every Tuesday night at

8:00 Central Standard Time.

"We, the People" was conceived and
originally produced by Phillips H. Lord,
who is responsible for many original
radio dramas. Lord was sitting in the
lobby of a New York hotel talking with a
friend of his, Will Yolen. "Will," he pro-
posed "I'll bet there isn't a person in this
lobby who hasn't an interesting story to
tell, if you asked him."

It wasn't a sudden, idle thought. Lord
had been talking to people in hotel lob-
bies, on trains, busses, ships and street
corners for years and he believed what
he said. Just for fun, his friend took him
up on it.

They made the rounds of the lobby
together, approaching everybody who
seemed at all friendly, talking freely,
informally. They discovered an elderly
gentleman who was on his way around
the world for the nineteenth time, a woman
who had invented a garter that would
prevent silk stockings from running, and
a mother whose daughter was alone in
a New York hospital - seriously injured.
Lord proved his point that everybody had
a story to tell. But more than that, he

Why shouldn't American radio make
it possible for people to hear these stories
about their fellow Americans? No reas-
on at all, as far as he could see. Result:
"We, the People." That was in 1936 and
the program has been on the air ever
since.

Gabriel Heatter instructs George Lowther
3rd (left) and his bride, Eileen Herrick Low-
ther, in microphone technique as the principals
in New York's most widely publicized romance
prepare for their recent appearance on "We,
the People". The 1940 "Romeo" and "Juliet,"
as the newspapers have dubbed them, are
shown rehearsing for the broadcast.

"We, the People" receives on an av-
erage of 1,000 letters a month from people
who think they have an interesting story
of tell. When a letter is written to the
program asking for the opportunity to
tell a true -life story on the air, it passes
through an elaborate process.

First, all mail is read by a trained staff
which sorts it into such classifications as
"Adventure", "Animal Stories", Children,
"Unusual Occupations", "War Experien-
ces."

This preliminary staff also weeds out
stories which duplicate each other, those
which lack originality, or are otherwise
unsuitable.

The remaining letters are then read by
a special Radio Listeners' Committee,
made up of four people who are repre-
sentatives of the listening audience. It
is the business of this committee to choose
those stories which they, as the radio lis-
teners, would like to hear dramatized on
the air.

Next their choices are investigated for
authenticity.

And finally, Gabriel Heatter, host of
the program, picks from committee's
selections the half dozen letters that will
make the most dramatic and interesting
program material.

The writers of those half dozen letters
are the lucky ones who are invited to
New York to appear on "We, the People."

In addition to the letters he receives
each week, Heatter is besieged wherever
he goes by those who recognize him and
ask him for a chance on his program.

For example, a traffic cop overtook him
driving along a country road. "Pull over
to the side of the road," said the officer.

"But I wasn't speeding," protested Heat -
ter when his car had come to a stop."

"I know you weren't, sir. But when the
hotel -man back there told me who you
were, I just had to stop you and ask if I
can tell a traffic officer's story on your
program."

A few weeks later the policeman was
heard coast -to -coast telling about the
perils of reckless driving.

Another time, Heatter was sending a
telegram in a small country -office. "You
ought to have Ed Brewster on your pro-
gram," said the telegraph operator. "He's
a friend of mine who has been sending
Major League baseball results over the
wires for twenty-five years without ever
making an error."

"A short time later, Edson Brewster
was telling his story over the air.

When a person is lucky enough to be
selected for a "WE, the People" broad-
cast, he can look forward to a wonderful
and hectic time in New York.

Gabriel Heatter takes time off from "We,
the People" for a little fishing. Heatter and
"We, the People" are heard over CBS every

Tuesday night at 8:00 CST.

He arrives on Sunday after having
been sent a round-trip ticket from his
home town. When he arrives, two mem-
bers of the "We, the People" staff show
him the town, after depositing his bags
at the Commodore Hotel.

On Sunday, there is an hour's confer-
ence to get the facts of his story and have
his voice checked for quality. Then two
writers sit down to write the script, and
the guest checks it for accuracy.

On Monday, there is a rehearsal and
at 5:15 in the afternoon all of the guests
get together for a timing rehearsal with-
out the orchestra. After this, they have
Monday evening to themselves and are
usually shown Times Square in all its
glory and the town's night clubs.

On Tuesday, there is another rehearsal,
and after the dress rehearsal guests are
free until air time. After the broadcast-
ing some more sightseeing and back
home on Wednesday.

While in New York, guests are afforded
the opportunity to visit the Empire State
Building, the theatres and other interest-
ing places. In addition to hotel and trans-
portation, each guest is given $5 a day
for taxi fare and food.

What is the reaction of the people who
see New York for the first time? Some
are impressed. Others say that it seems
the same as their own home towns. One
woman thought New York was no dif-
ferent from her home town, except that it
had a few million more inhabitants!

A famous screen writer . . . and inventor
who found a "death ray" . an author of
several best sellers . . . the composer of
"St. Louis Blues" . . .a girl from Texas
whose "Heart Belongs To Daddy" . . . a
74 year old sea captain . . . these and
many more. Real people heard only
when "We, the People" speak!
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